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arbitrator and establishing peace within their
borders. Even then, though they knew it not,
dark threatening clouds were rising up on all
sides, and they were to be plunged by the fell
destroyers into black despair. Alas! for the
brave Chibchas and their dawning civilisation
about to be annihilated in flames and blood.

The Chibchas have not been fortunate in the
preservation of their story. Castellanos, Simon,
Piedrahita have told us something, but posterity
might and ought to have received much more.
The actual conqueror, Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada,
was an educated and accomplished man, and a
keen observer. He, it would seem, not only
collected information about the conquered people
and their history, but wrote it down. He was the
author of a work, which must have been valuable
and important. It was entitled * Los tres ratos
de Suesca/ The meaning of this curious title is
that he wrote his work on the Chibchas during
three holidays (ratos) passed at his farm of Suesca
near Bogota. He even obtained leave to print it
on November 4, 1568. Yet it is not now known
to exist, and we have to be satisfied with what
less able and less well-informed writers have been
able to hand down to us.